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SUBJECT: RABIN VISIT: ISRAELI CONCERN ABOUT LEBANESE SITUATION 

1. AS RABIN VISIT TO WASHINGTON NEARS, SITUATION IN 
LEBANON CONTINUES TO DETERIORATE WITH ATTENDANT 
POSSIBILITY OP MILITARY INTERVENTION BY OUTSIDE FORCES, 
INCLUDING ISRAELI. 

2. DURING PAST WEEK PRIMIN HIMSELP HAS TWICE CONVEYED 
CAREPULLY- WORDED WARNINGS OP POSSIBLE REPERCUSSIONS TO 
POREIGN INTERVENTION IN LEBANON. IN JAN. 9 BBC INTER- 
VIEW RABIN SAID THAT "ANY CHANGE IN THE PRESENT 
SITUATION IN THE LEBANON CARRIES WITH IT A REAL DANGER 
POR OUR SECURITY" AND ADDED THAT "ISRAEL WILL NOT BE 

IN A POSITION TO TOLERATE" INTERVENTION OF FOREIGN 
PORCES. HE STOPPED SHOTTRT HOWEVER OF AGREEING WITH 
OBSERVATION OF INTERVIEWER THAT SYRIAN INTERVENTION IN 
LEBANON WOULD TRIGGER HOSTILITIES BETWEEN SYRIA AND 
ISRAEL. AGAIN ON JAN. 1 1, IN INTERVIEW ON GERMAN 
TELEVISION, RABIN REITERATED THAT ISRAEL "WILL NOT 
BE ABLE TO TOLERATE" POREIGN MILITARY INTERVENTION 
IN LEBANON. 

3. MOST ISRAELI OPPICIALS, HOWEVER, PRIVATELY APPRE- 
CIATE THE COMPLEXITIES OF THE LEBANESE SITUATION AND 
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THEY UNDERSTAND, FOR EXAMPLE, THAT SYRIA INTERVENTION 
IN ANY STRENGTH COULD ONLY BE AT EXPENSE OF SYRIAN 
CAPABILITY ON THE GOLAN HEIGHTS. RABIN, WHILE FULLY 
AWARE OF THE NEED TO BE ALERT TO SYRIAN INTERVENTION 
AND TO CONVEY THOSE SIGNALS TO DAMASCUS, PROBABLY 
DOES NOT EXPECT OVERT MILITARY INTERVENTION, AT LEAST 
AT PRESENT. 

4. CONTINUING DETERIORATION OF SITUTION ON GROUND IN 
LEBANON, HOWEVER, AND SEEMING INABILITY OF SYRAN AND 
OTHER MEDIATION EFFORTS TO HALT THE FIGHTING ENHANCES 
BOTH ISRAELI UNEASINESS ANXD SUSPICIION OF SYRIAN INTEN- 
TIONS. ISRAELIS ARE CONCERNED LEST MOSLEM LEFITISTS 

IN LEBANON SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASE THEIR AUTHORITY 
AT EXPENSE OF CHRISTIANS WITH POSSIBLE RESULT THAT 
LEBANON WILL EVOLVE INTO CONFRONTATION STATE EVEN 
WITHOUT OVERT SYRIAN ENCOURAGEMENT. 

5. RABIN WILL SPELL OUT CLEARLY HIS CONCERN ABOUT 
DEVELOPING LEBANESE SITUATION; WE SHOLD BE EQUALLY 
CLEAR IN REITERATING OUR OWN CONCERN ABOUT OUTSIDE 
INTERVENTION AND STRESS THAT OUR SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP 
REQUIRES ADVANCE CONSULTATION ON POSSIBLE COURSES OF 
ACTION. 

6. (THIS MESSAGE APPROVED BY AMBASSADOR PRIOR TO HIS 
DEPARTURE.) 
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